
National Detector 
Dog Manual

� Procedures 4

Procuring Detector Dogs

Contents
Introduction  page 2-4-1
Procuring Requirements  page 2-4-2
Sources  page 2-4-2
Summary of Procurement Process  page 2-4-3
Conduct Telephone Interview  page 2-4-4
Complete Limited Release Form and Sterilization Agreement  page 2-4-5
Conduct Initial Screening  page 2-4-7
Evaluate Temperament  page 2-4-7
Evaluate Health  page 2-4-8

General Exam  page 2-4-8
Heart Worm Test  page 2-4-9
Blood Test  page 2-4-9
X-rays  page 2-4-9
Eating Habits  page 2-4-11

Complete Final Release Form  page 2-4-11
Complete Tracking Record and Feedback Worksheet  page 2-4-13
Complete Airline Flight Tracking Worksheet  page 2-4-13

Introduction
��������	
��	�
��
�
�
�����
��

����

����
��
����

����
��
��


��	���������
�
�
����
��	
��������
�
��

��������

��
��

��������

�
�
����
��	
�������	
�
��
�
�������
��
�

��
�
��

 �
 ��
�
���


�
�
�����
���!
��
���
���������
��� ����"
����
�
�������	�"
����


��������
�"
���
���	�
��������
�
�����	����
��

#���
�
$���
�%
��

	���
��

��

&	
���'�
�
�
����
��	
 ��	���
��
��
 �����

��	�
����
 ���
��
��



��������	
�������
�������(

◆ $
���������
��


◆ $�����
��

◆ )�	�
����
����


◆ $����������

◆ &�� ��������

��

���
��
��
����
�
�����
��
��
���������*

+
	�����
�����

���	���

������������
�+�����
���
�
	�������
�
�
��
�
�����

,����
��
��


���������
���

�
 ��
�����
�
�
����
��	�"
���
�����
����	
��
����
��



�
�
����
��	
 �����
�
��
 ���
��%
+����
��

�
� ������

���

������	

����
��

�  �� ����

�
����
�
���
��

��������
�
�
���
����
 �� 
�


���  ��	
 ���
���
�
��

�����	
�
 ����
��
�
����	
��	�
��
��

�����%
05/2003-01 National Detector Dog Manual 2-4-1
PPQ



Procedures: Procuring Detector Dogs
Procuring Requirements
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Summary of Procurement Process
Summary of Procurement Process
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Procedures: Procuring Detector Dogs
Conduct Telephone Interview
TABLE 2-4-1: Steps of the Procurement Process

Conduct Telephone Interview
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Step: Further Action to Take: Document Step Using:

Interview the owner(s) of the dog None Telephone Interview 
Worksheet

Contact an RCPC with the results 
of the interview

Receive permission to 
proceed with an initial 
screening

No documentation 
required

Complete a limited release form 
if it is necessary to remove the 
dog from the owner’s property to 
initially evaluate it

None Limited Release Form 
and Sterilization 
Agreement

Conduct an initial evaluation of 
the dog

None Initial Screening 
Process Worksheet

If the dog passes the initial 
evaluation

Complete a Limited Release 
Form so it can be removed 
from the owner’s property to 
evaluate the dog’s 
temperament

Limited Release Form 
and Sterilization 
Agreement

Evaluate the dog’s temperament 
at a public location

None Temperament 
Evaluation Worksheet

If the dog passes the 
temperament evaluation

Contact the NDDTC to 
ensure that the dog can be 
accepted

No documentation 
required

Schedule to have a veterinarian 
evaluate the dog’s health

None Health Evaluation 
Protocol Worksheet

If the dog passes the health 
evaluation

Complete a Final Release 
Form

Final Release Form

If you wish to monitor the status 
of the dog’s evaluation and 
training at the NDDTC

Complete a Tracking Record 
and Feedback Worksheet

Tracking Record and 
Feedback Worksheet

Ship the dog to the NDDTC Contact NDDTC prior to 
shipping

Airline Flight Tracking 
Worksheet

Important

Contact an RCPC with the results of the telephone interview to receive 
permission to proceed with an initial screening.
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Procedures: Procuring Detector Dogs
Complete Limited Release Form and Sterilization Agreement
Complete Limited Release Form and Sterilization Agreement 
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Procedures: Procuring Detector Dogs
Complete Limited Release Form and Sterilization Agreement
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FIGURE 2-4-1: Model of a Limited Release Form and Sterilization Agreement
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Procedures: Procuring Detector Dogs
Conduct Initial Screening
Conduct Initial Screening
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TABLE 2-4-2: Action to Take After Completing the Initial Screening

Evaluate Temperament
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If the result of the initial 
screening is that the dog: Then:

Passes 1. Complete a Limited Release Form and Sterilization 
Agreement, so the dog can be removed from the owner’s 
property to evaluate its temperament

2. Continue with the procurement process by evaluating the 
dog’s temperament at a public place such as an airport

NOTE: Consult with the RCPC on the results of the initial 
screening before continuing with the temperament evaluation

Fails Arrange for the return of the dog to the owners at the owner’s 
expense
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Evaluate Health
TABLE 2-4-3: Action to Take After Completing the Temperament Evaluation

Evaluate Health
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If the result of the 
temperament evaluation is 
that the dog: Then:

Passes demonstrating a high 
food drive and confidence 
and stability in strange 
surroundings

(Sum of mean ratings must 
total 18 or above)

1. Contact the RCPC with the results of the temperament test
2. Consult with the RCPC and the NDDTC to receive guidance 

about proceeding to an evaluation of the dog’s health
3. Have the RCPC contact the NDDTC to ensure that there is 

available space for the candidate dog

Fails

(Dog did not achieve the 
minimum mean rating for a 
given part of the evaluation)

Arrange for the return of the dog to its owners at the owner’s 
expense

Important

At any point in the health screening process, the dog may be eliminated if the 
results indicate abnormalities.
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Evaluate Health
TABLE 2-4-4: Action to Take After a Veterinarian Completes the General Exam

Heart Worm Test
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TABLE 2-4-5: Action to Take After a Veterinarian Completes the Heart Worm Test

Blood Test
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TABLE 2-4-6: Action to Take After a Veterinarian Completes the Blood Test

X-rays
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If the findings of the general 
exam are: Then:

Outside normal limits 1. Note that the dog is an unacceptable candidate
2. STOP the evaluation process.
3. Arrange for the return of the dog to its owners at the 

owner’s expense

Within normal limits Continue with the health screening

If the result of the heart 
worm test is: Then:

Positive 1. Note that the dog is an unacceptable candidate.
2. STOP the evaluation process.
3. Arrange for the return of the dog to its owners at their 

expense.

Negative or within normal 
limits

Continue with the health screening.

If the results of the blood 
test are: Then:

Outside normal limits 1. Note that the dog is an unacceptable candidate.
2. STOP the evaluation process.
3. Arrange for the return of the dog to its owners at their 

expense.

Within normal limits Continue with the health screening.
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Evaluate Health
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TABLE 2-4-7: Action to Take After the NDDTC Veterinarian Views the X-Rays

The technique established by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals, Inc. 
should be used but certification is not required.

FIGURE 2-4-2: AVMA Positioning Criteria for X-rays

The dog must be anesthetized to perform x-rays.

If the x-rays show that: Then:

Hips are dysplastic or 
deformed in any way

1. Note that the dog is an unacceptable candidate
2. STOP the evaluation process.
3. Arrange for the return of the dog to its owners at their 

expense

Within normal limits (OFA 
rating of fair or above)

Continue with the health screening
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Procedures: Procuring Detector Dogs
Complete Final Release Form
Eating Habits
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TABLE 2-4-8: Action to Take After a Veterinarian Evaluates the Dog’s Eating Habits

Complete Final Release Form
0�
��

��	
����
�������
 ���
�
���
�� 
���
��
��

�������
���

���	"


�
� 
���
��
�
����	"
���
�
����

���������;
��
�"
��� �
�

�
-����

+
�
��

-���%
+
�
�
��
������ ��	��
���
�
���
�
��
��

����
���
��


����
�����
���
�
����
��
�� �"
�����
��
 ���
�
��
#$�&
�
��
��
��%

If the eating habits of the 
dog reveal: Then:

Stress or failure to adjust to 
the kennel

1. Note that the dog is an unacceptable candidate
2. STOP the evaluation process.
3. Arrange for the return of the dog to its owners at their 

expense

Normal ability of the dog to 
adjust to the kennel

Have veterinarian administer the following vaccines:

1. Rabies (one-year vaccine)
2. DHLPP (distemper, hepatitis, leptospirosis, parainfluenza, 

parvo virus)
3. Corona
4. Bordetella (intra nasal)
5. Fecal examination (internal parasites)

NOTE: The NDDTC does not require an urinalysis or Lyme 
disease vaccine; therefore, do not request these
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Procedures: Procuring Detector Dogs
Complete Final Release Form
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FIGURE 2-4-3: Model of a Final Release Form
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Procedures: Procuring Detector Dogs
Complete Tracking Record and Feedback Worksheet
Complete Tracking Record and Feedback Worksheet
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Complete Airline Flight Tracking Worksheet
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Important

NDDTC will notify the  RCPC with an update to the tracking worksheet for each 
request submitted.

Important

Do not ship dogs on weekends,  holidays or outside normal working hours 
without pre-approval from the NDDTC.

Do not use Acepromazine on any dog being shipped to the NDDTC.
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Complete Airline Flight Tracking Worksheet
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